
 

 

 

 

Time Event Location 
  

  
8:15–8:45 
 

Registration 
 

2nd Floor Entry 
 

8:45–9:00 
 

Introductions 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 
 

9:00–10:00 
 

Keynote Speaker – Jean Clinton 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 
 

10:00 – 11:00 
 

Panel #1 – Pushing the Limits 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 

11:00–11:15 
 

Remembrance Day Ceremony, travel to workshops 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 

  
11:15 – 12:30 
 

Morning Workshops 
 

TBA 
 

12:30 – 1:30 
 
Lunch 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 

1:30 – 2:30 
 

Panel #2 – Assessment and Reporting 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 

2:30–2:45 
 

Break – travel to workshops 
  

2:45 – 4:00 
 

Afternoon Workshops 
 

TBA 

4:00- 4:15 
 

Travel to plenary 
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 
 

4:15 – 4:45 
 

Minister’s Address   
 

2nd Floor Event Hall 
 

4:45 – 5:00 Closing Remarks  2nd Floor Event Hall 

5:00 Reception CIBC Room, 3rd Floor 

Rotman School of Management 

University of Toronto 

105 St. George Street 

Saturday, November 11, 2017 



The theme for this year’s conference is “I want that in my school”. Throughout the day, we will be 

exploring research, programs, and real-life examples of things that people are doing to help students 

develop the broader skills they need to succeed, and to move the needle on the idea of broader goals 

for education. 

Register Now 

9:00 – 10:00 Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Jean Clinton 

Dr. Jean Clinton is an internationally recognized child psychiatrist, advocate for children’s issues, and 

expert on brain development. She is also an education advisor to Ontario’s Premier and Minister of 

Education. For Jean, the secret to success for our education system, and for all of our work with 

students, lies in integration, inter-relationships and “connecting the dots.” She will talk about the 

interconnections between academic achievement, well-being, and the competencies and skills that all 

children need for long-term success; and why it’s important to support collaboration, relationship-

building and interconnected thinking about our goals for education and programs for children and young 

people. 

10:00 – 11:00 Plenary Panel 

Pushing the Limits: How schools can prepare our children today for the challenges of tomorrow 

How do we prepare children for a future we can’t even imagine?  Our public education system will play a 

key role in helping students navigate an uncertain future. To promote students’ long-term chances for 

health, happiness and economic security, our schools will need to foster innovators and nimble 

problem-solvers. This panel will look at some real-life examples of Canadian schools doing extraordinary 

things – things that will make you say “I want that in my school!” The panelists will provide a vision of 

what schooling can and should look like in our rapidly changing world, and explore how parents and 

teachers can realize this vision together. 

Panelists: 

Kelly Gallagher-Mackay and Nancy Steinhauer: co-authors of “Pushing the Limits” 

Aaron Prosper:  Mi’kmaq student in Dalhousie University’s Neurosciences program 

Ingrid Palmer:  parent leader at George Webster Public School in Toronto 

Aaron Warner: teacher who introduced a “Genius Hour” to his classroom 

Moderator: Jennifer Lewington, writer and editor on education and urban affairs, including  the Globe 

and Mail and Maclean’s Magazine 

  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/making-connections-conference-2017-registration-37661998050
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/dr-jean-clinton/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/kelly-gallagher-mackay-2/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/nancy-steinhauer-2/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/aaron-prosper/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/ingrid-palmer/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/aaron-warner/


11:15 – 12:30  MORNING BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

AM1: Academic or Applied? Streaming in Ontario 

There are many pathways to a successful adulthood. For some, university is the right post-secondary 

destination; for others, it’s college or apprenticeship. It is increasingly hard to get a job without some 

type of post-secondary education or training. How can we make sure that students are keeping as many 

doors open as possible as they face the future? Are we asking students to make decisions when they’re 

too young? Do the course choices students must make in grade 8 close some doors too early? Is it time 

for Ontario to change its streaming policies? 

Speakers: 

Steve Yee: Principal at Oakwood Collegiate who is de-streaming grade 9 courses 

Anthony Miller: Teacher at Oakwood Collegiate who is teaching de-streamed courses 

Jim Spyropoulos: Executive Superintendent, Equity and Engagement, Toronto DSB 

Moderator: Naeem Siddiq, Ontario Principals’ Council 

  

AM2: Measuring What Matters – testing new ways of teaching transferable skills 

People for Education’s Measuring What Matters project is now in its fourth year. Over the past two 

years, educators across Ontario have been testing out new ways of thinking, teaching and learning 

about creativity, citizenship, health and social-emotional skills. In this session, some of the participants 

involved in the field trials will share the innovative ways that they are integrating the Measuring What 

Matters competencies into their teaching, and the impact it has had their classes. You may be surprised 

by what they have learned! 

Speakers: 

Alison Boehme:  Grade 5 teacher, Hamilton DSB 

Lynn Strangway:  Superintendent, Toronto DSB 

Pamela Crawford: Special Education Resource teacher, Trillium Lakelands DSB 

Kim Stolys: Grade 1 teacher, York DSB 

  

AM3: Beyond “Native Studies” – Incorporating Indigenous perspectives in math 

Two of the goals identified in Ontario’s First Nation, Métis and Inuit Policy Framework are improved 

achievement for Indigenous students and the integration of educational opportunities so 

http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/alison-boehme/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/lynn-strangway-2/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/pamela-crawford/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/kim-stolys/


that all students have increased knowledge about the cultures, traditions, and perspectives of 

Indigenous peoples.  To meet these goals, our schools have to go beyond offering stand-alone courses 

and units focused on Indigenous issues, and incorporate Indigenous perspectives and knowledge in all 

subjects.  In this session, you will learn how this can be done in math class, and the impact it can have on 

students. 

Speakers: 

Lisa Lunney Borden:  Associate Professor at St. Francis Xavier University, creator of “Show me your 

math” program 

Aaron Prosper:  Mi’kmaw university student & “Show me your math” program participant 

Pamala Agawa: First Nation, Métis and Inuit Education Curriculum Co-ordinator, York Region DSB 

  

AM4: There’s more than one way to peel a carrot! Engaging students in healthy eating. 

How can we get kids to eat their vegies?  School-based food programs can do more than just provide a 

good meal and support student health. By increasing students’ food literacy, these programs can help to 

develop lifelong healthy eating habits, and increase school and community connectedness.  And they 

also support student learning and success! Learn more about the amazing programs schools are using to 

engage kids in healthy eating, by involving them directly in growing, preparing, and enjoying healthy 

foods. 

Speakers: 

Katie German: Director of Programs, Foodshare 

Liz Lundy: Teacher-librarian who is integrating the school garden into the curriculum 

Stefan Sommer: Former caretaker, founder of the Urban Farming Innovation Project 

Moderator: Agata Rudd, Development Manager, Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy & PFE volunteer 

  

 AM5: To close or not to close – the challenge for small schools in Ontario 

This spring, People for Education released a list of over 120 schools in Ontario that were being 

considered for closure.  Shortly after, the government released a new plan ‘to strengthen rural and 

northern education.’ The plan includes more funding and a new process for closing schools. 

This session will look at school closings from several angles – the importance of having a local school in 

rural and northern communities; the viability of small schools and the challenges in keeping them open; 

and the impact of both the new rural education plan and Ontario’s community hubs policy on future 

school closings. 

http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/aaron-prosper/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/pamala-agawa/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/katie-german/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/agata-rudd/


Speakers: 

Karen Pitre: Special Advisor to the Premier on Community Hubs 

Doug Reycraft: Chair of the Community Schools Alliance 

Linda Staudt: Director of Education, London District Catholic School Board 

Moderator: Midhat Aqeel, People for Education researcher 

1:30 -2:30 Plenary Panel 

Assessment and Reporting 

Measurement and big data are in the education news a lot. Just this summer, the Canadian Teachers’ 

Federation passed a motion urging provincial teachers’ federations to boycott international PISA tests. 

Data from measurement can be used to rank schools, but it can also provide detailed information to 

help target areas of need, understand inequities, and know more about our students and staff. 

The goal of this panel is to “unpack” some of the rhetoric around measurement. Is there a 

measurement/assessment “sweet spot”?  How can we ensure that we have all the information we need 

about our students without creating unintended consequences, or narrow policy responses? 

Panelists: 

Sam Sellar: co-author of “Globalizing educational accountabilities: Testing regimes and rescaling 

governance”  

Norah Marsh: CEO of Ontario’s Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) 

Ian Pettigrew:  Director, Curriculum and Assessment, Ontario Teachers’ Federation 

Moderator: Annie Kidder: Executive Director, People for Education 

  

2:45 – 4:00  AFTERNOON SESSIONS 

PM1: Getting away from A’s – New approaches to student assessment and report cards 

As Ontario begins to explore broader goals for education beyond success in the 3Rs, we also have to 

think about how students’ growth in areas such as creativity, citizenship, and social-emotional learning 

are assessed and reported.  British Columbia has moved to open up the reporting process and, in some 

cases, kids aren’t getting marks at all. Some teachers in Ontario are also experimenting with a ‘no-

grades’ approach to teaching and learning.  Learn more about how students are being assessed in these 

classrooms, and what it means for parents, students, and teachers. 

Speakers: 

http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/karen-pitre-2/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/midhat-aqeel/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/sam-sellar/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/norah-marsh/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/ian-pettigrew/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/annie-kidder/


Iram Khan and Shelley Brett: school principals from Surrey BC 

Pamela Crawford: Special Education Resource Teacher, Trillium Lakelands Board 

Elizabeth Bristoll: Grade 7/8 teacher, Toronto DSB 

  

PM2:  Students are doing it for themselves! How students are changing their schools, their 

communities, and our world. 

When students feel empowered to make change, stand back, because they will make change happen! 

Back by popular demand, this year’s student panel will feature students who have used their voice and 

applied their creativity and problem-solving skills to improve their schools and communities.  From 

helping younger students transition to high school, to increasing enrolment at their school, to changing 

the provincial curriculum, these students got it done.  In this session, you will find out how they did it! 

Speakers: 

Sakaana Yasotharan: who explored ways of increasing enrolment at her high school 

Tessa Hill and Lia Valente: who succeeded in including consent as part of the sex education curriculum 

Kherto Ahmed: youth mentor with Success Beyond Limits 

Moderator: Shams Mehdi, President, Public Boards, Ontario Student Trustees Association  

  

PM3:  Fundraising and equity – Strategies for more inclusive school fundraising 

Fundraising is deeply entrenched in Ontario’s education system.  According to People for Education’s 

annual report on Ontario’s schools, the vast majority of schools participate in some kind of fundraising, 

and for many parents, it can be a great way to get involved at their school. However, fundraising raises 

issues about equity, both between and within schools, and provincial guidelines appear to allow for vast 

ranges in fundraising from zero dollars in some schools, to hundreds of thousands in others. This session 

will look at the latest data on school fundraising and explore strategies that school councils can use to 

both tame the fundraising beast and help to ensure that no family feels excluded by fundraising 

activities. 

Speakers: 

Christine Corso: Researcher and Project Coordinator, People for Education 

Jacqui Strachan: Communications and Engagement Director, People for Education 

Moderator: Mike Gill, lead writer, Fees and fundraising chapter, 2017 Annual Report on Schools  

http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/iram-khan/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/shelley-brett/
http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/pamela-crawford/
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http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/christine-corso/
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http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/P4E-annual-report-2017.pdf


  

PM4: Building informed citizens through math 

Imagine a group of elementary students figuring out a way to make their playground safer, proposing 

changes to the teacher supervision schedule, addressing the challenges raised by staff, and seeing their 

plan implemented.  When educators build on the lived experiences of their students in order to bring 

the curriculum to life, and engage students in issue-based community action, students of all ages 

become agents of change.  In this session, you will learn how students can use their budding math skills 

to address real-life problems – making math more relevant and developing their citizenship skills at the 

same time. 

Speakers: 

Bev Caswell:  Program Director, the Robertson Program for inquiry-based teaching in math and science. 

Robin Coyle:  teacher at George Webster Public School 

Ariel Vente:  K-12 Learning Coach, Toronto DSB 

  

PM5:  How can we help more students go on to post-secondary education? 

The Hamilton Community Foundation, in partnership with local school boards, is working to improve the 

academic, community, and environmental factors that affect students’ likelihood of continuing their 

education.  The goal of the ABACUS program is to improve high-school graduation rates and students’ 

access to post-secondary education, by focusing on the “middle-school years”:  Grades 6, 7, 8 and the 

transition to grade 9. Find out what they’re doing in Hamilton, and get some practical tips about things 

that could be done in your board or school. 

Speakers: 

Terry Cooke: President & CEO, Hamilton Community Foundation 

Matt Goodman: ABACUS program, Hamilton  

Jennifer Pearson: Program Manager, Gradtrack 

Moderator: Patrick Case, Chief Equity Officer, Assistant Deputy Minister, Education Equity 

Secretariat, Ministry of Education 

4:15 – 4:45  Minister’s Address 

Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education for Ontario, will provide the closing address for the conference. 

 

http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/beverly-caswell/
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http://www.peopleforeducation.ca/profile/jennifer-pearson/
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DREAM BIG - The 
School Council Event 

 

Bill Crothers 

Secondary School 

44 Main St. Unionville/ Markham, Ontario 

October 28, 2017 

 

Registration begins at 8:30 am 

10 Speakers 

 

About the Event 

Parents Engaged in Education believe in the motto of Walt Disney "If You Can Dream It, You Can Do It". 

In 2017 PEIE want to inspire parents and school councils to dream big for their child and their school. It 

is easy to forget how important it is to set high goals for our children to give them something to work 

towards. Research shows that when we do this our children will work hard to achieve these goals. 

This is the second in a series of events designed to provide resources and skill building opportunities to 

parent leaders in school councils across Ontario. 

This event will feature a number of workshops of interest to all parents. In addition, attendees will have 

the opportunity to visit vendors who provide services to schools and network to share experiences and 

ideas. 

The First Province Wide School Council Training Symposium!! 

 

http://dreambig.parentsengagedineducation.ca/


Some of the topics/presentations will include: 

 Roles and Responsibilities of Chair 

 Roles and Responsibilities of Treasurer 

 Roles and Responsibilities of Secretaries 

 Roles and Responsibilities of Parent Members/Community Representatives 

 Fundraising and Branding 

 Event Planning 

 Building a 3 year Plan 

 Team Building and Conflict Resolution 

 Building a Strong School Council 

 Building a Multi-Cultural School Council 

 Partnering with your school Principal 

 Positive School Communities. - DREAM BIG 

 Social Media for School Councils 
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